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OHIO LAKE ERIE COMMISSION MEETING 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, Bay Village, OH 

September 30, 2008 
 
The Ohio Lake Erie Commission (OLEC) meeting was called to order by the Commission Chairman, 
Sean Logan, Director; Ohio Department of Natural Resources, at  10:08 a.m. 
 
Roll Call: 
Sean Logan, Commission Chairman and Director; Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources (ODNR)  
Tim Hill, Designee for Commission Secretary and Director; Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) 
Chris Korleski, Director; Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) 
Michael Bailey, Director’s Designee; Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) 
Martin Tremmel, Assistant Director; Ohio Department of Health (ODH) 
Brad Biggs, Director’s Designee; Ohio Department of Development (ODOD) 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Director Sean Logan (ODNR), Commission Chairman, welcomed the commissioners and guests to 
the annual meeting of the Ohio Lake Erie Commission and thanked the Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center for hosting the location. It was reported that 2008 has been a significant year for Lake Erie and 
the other Great Lakes which included Ohio’s signing of the Great Lakes Compact ~ a great 
achievement for the Great Lakes region.  
 
After highlighting the meeting’s action items, the Chairman opened the program with an overview of 
the 2008 “Life on Lake Erie” Photo Contest followed by announcing this year’s winners. The annual 
photography contest has taken place since 1992 and is one of the many events planned for Ohio’s 
Coastweeks program which is the Commission’s public outreach program for Lake Erie. The goal is to 
increase awareness of the value and fragility of Lake Erie and its watershed. Each year an 
independent panel of judges is chosen and they select the winning images that truly depict “Life on 
Lake Erie.”  Thirteen “Judges’ Favorites” were selected for 2008 with six winners attending the 
meeting to receive their Certificates of Award. The winners were announced as follows: 
 Julie Oglesbee, Marblehead, OH was selected as the “Judges’ Overall Favorite” for her photo entitled, 

“A Little Bit of History” depicting the Foghorn Sailboat sailing in front of the historic Lonz Winery. Ms. 
Oglesbee also won for her second photo entitled, “End of the Day” of a sunset in Channel Grove. 

 Maggi Dandar, Curtice, OH for photo entitled, “Trapper” of a trapper in a canoe at Magee Marsh in 
Oak Harbor. 

 Dena Kraft, Oregon, OH for photo entitled, “Toledo Harbor Light” of the Toledo Harbor Lighthouse 
in Toledo. 

 Richard McBride, Conneaut, OH for photo entitled, “Boats In Ice” of freighters and a Coast Guard 
cutter in ice at Conneaut Township Park. 

 Monnie Ryan, Niles, OH for her photo entitled, “Harbor Works” of the railroad along the shipping 
harbor at Ashtabula Harbor. 

 John K. Spears, Oregon, OH for photo entitled, “Sunset on the Marsh” of a fall sunset on the 
marsh at Maumee Bay State Park. 

 Madeline Bates, Canton, OH for photo entitled, “Heading Home” of a sailboat at sunset near 
Catawba State Park. 

 Minnie Salinas, Curtice, OH for two photos entitled, “May-Be-Fish” and “Nor’easter” along the 
south shore of Lake Erie in Curtice.  
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 Bryan Hall, Amherst, OH for two photos entitled, “Heron on Buoy” of the Lorain Lighthouse at 
sunset with a Great Blue Heron and “Black River Draw Bridge” depicting numerous seagulls on 
the Black River with the opening draw bridge. 

 
 Rona Proudfoot, Lorain, OH for photo entitled, “Lorain Marina at Sunset” of the Lorain Lighthouse 

with sailboats in the marina. 
 
It was further announced that the winning images will be on tour along the Lake Erie shoreline in the 
coming months and will continue touring in 2009. The current host for the Commission’s Photo Gallery 
is the Lake Erie Nature & Science Center.  For future tour locations. exhibit dates and sites will be 
posted at the Commission’s website or can be obtained by calling the Commission Office in Toledo. 
 
BUSINESS MEETING 
 
Minutes 
Motion was made by OEPA to accept the minutes of the June 5, 2008 meeting which took place at the 
Ohio Department of Agriculture; motion was seconded by ODOD. The commission members voted all 
in favor and the motion carried to approve the June minutes. 
 
2008 Ohio Lake Erie Awards 
The Commission Chairman presented an overview of the Ohio Lake Erie Awards program which was 
established in 1995 wherein each year the commission members honor one individual and one 
organization that have generously worked to protect and restore Lake Erie and its watershed. Motion 
was made by ODOT to accept the Executive Committee recommendations for this year’s award 
recipients; motion was seconded by ODH and the commission members voted all in favor and the 
motion carried to approve the Executive Committee recommendations, as follows:  
 
The 2008 Ohio Lake Erie Award for outstanding individual was presented to Dr. Robert Heath who 
recently retired as the director of Kent State University’s Water Resources Research Institute which is 
a leading facility actively supporting water quality research and water management in Northeast Ohio. 
Dr. Heath is an expert in the vitality of fresh water ecosystems and has pioneered research in Lake 
Erie’s biological community including extensive studies on the effects of zebra mussels in Ohio’s 
Great Lake. Dr. Heath serves on the Emeritus Faculty of the Department of Biological Sciences of 
KSU and on the Board of the International Association for Great Lakes Research. 

The 2008 Ohio Lake Erie Award for outstanding organization was presented to the 
GreenCityBlueLake Institute which originally was created through the efforts of EcoCity Cleveland, 
a nonprofit organization under the direction of David Beach, has been a center of sustainability 
activities and planning efforts in Northeast Ohio since 1992.  EcoCity Cleveland facilitated 
numerous collaborative projects along with the influence of its websites and publications that have 
received nationwide recognition. In 2007, EcoCity Cleveland merged with the Cleveland Museum 
of Natural History and together their work has become the sustainability center for Northeast Ohio. 
Director David Beach accepted the award and the Commission Chairman further stated that under 
Mr. Beach’s leadership, GreenCityBlueLake Institute has become a valued and trusted source of 
information and inspiration of what the future can hold. 

The members of the Lake Erie Commission commended both Dr. Heath and the 
GreenCityBlueLake Institute for their significant contributions and dedication to the protection and 
restoration of Ohio’s Great Lake. 
 
Lake Erie Protection & Restoration Plan 2008 (LEPR 2008) 
Chris Riddle, Environmental Specialist with the Lake Erie Commission Office and its Executive 
Director Ed Hammett presented an overview of the LEPR 2008 for Commission approval. It was 
reported that the purpose of the plan is to identify the strategic direction and the near term actions of 
the State of Ohio related to Lake Erie and its watershed. The Plan provides a statement of what Ohio 
is doing to implement the Great Lakes Regional Collaboration. It is organized into 10 priorities: 
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invasive Species; Coastal Health; Areas of Concern; Toxic Pollutants; Habitat & Species; Non-point 
Sources; Indicators & Information; Sustainable Development; Great Lakes Water Withdrawals; and 
Climate Change.  A goal or goals have been established for each priority with 65 Strategic Objectives 
to be accomplished through year 2014 including those assigned to goals and toward actions for fiscal 
years 2009 through 2011. The Plan includes 321 specific actions that the State intends to take, but 
many of these will be dependent upon funding in the next biennium budget. But, in the meantime, the 
Plan will help to serve as direction for state agencies as they prepare their Biennial Budget Request. 
Further action towards Strategic Objectives in fiscal years 2012–2013 will be determined by way of 
future updates to the LEPR.   
 
It was further reported that the draft LEPR 2008 received public comments this summer and 
adjustments were made to the Plan. Those individuals submitting comments will receive a direct 
response from the commission office. The next steps for the LEPR 2008, after passage today, will be 
an outline for 2009 -2011 and plans for the next Lake Erie Quality Index Report to be produced in 
2014 which will provide a baseline for the Lake Erie Commission to monitor. The Executive 
Committee members recommended adoption of the LEPR 2008 and motion was made by ODOT to 
approve the action request; seconded by OEPA. The commission members voted all in favor and the 
motion carried to approve the Lake Erie Protection & Restoration Plan 2008. 
 
Grants Committee Report  
Bill Goodman, ODA and Grants Committee Chairman, presented the Grants Committee funding 
recommendations for three small grant proposals submitted first quarter of State Fiscal year 2009 in 
the total amount of $41,116 and two Balanced Growth projects in the total amount of $64,995. Motion 
was made by ODA and seconded by OEPA to approve the Grants Committee recommendations. The 
commission members voted all in favor and motion carried to approve the following five grant projects: 
 BGSU for project entitled, “Glyphosate loadings in Lake Erie watersheds”, Project Director, 

George Bullerjahn, in the amount of $11,154; 
 Ohio Sea Grant College Program for project entitled, “Ohio Harmful Algal Bloom Initiative: 

Outreach”, Project Director, Eugene C. Braig, IV, in the amount of $14,962; and 
 OSU for project entitled, “Preventing Mercury Toxicity by Thiamine in Perch”, Project Directors, 

Drs. Konrad Dabrowski and John Olesik, in the amount of $15,000. 
 Cuyahoga River Community Planning Organization for Balanced Growth project entitled, 

“Brandywine Creek Balanced Growth Watershed Plan”, Project Director, James White, in the 
amount of $14,995; and 

 CSU for Balanced Growth project entitled, “Best Local Land Use Practices Program – Year 
2008/2009”, Project Director, Kirby Date, AICP, in the amount of $50,000. This project will 
continue the work began two years ago under the Balanced Growth program for Best Local Land 
Use Practices. 

 
LEPF Targeted Priorities 
The Executive Committee members recommended that targeted funding priorities for SFY 2009 
should focus on the Lake Erie Phosphorus Task Force recommended projects, in particular ~ the 
lower river, bay and nearshore assessment of algal biomass looking at what types and densities of 
algal communities develop in response to storm runoff entering the western basin of Lake Erie. Also, 
looking at the question, “Would harmful algal blooms develop without the injection of nutrient-rich 
storm runoff water?”  It was reported that the Lake Erie Phosphorus Task Force was formed to review 
and evaluate the trends of increasing dissolved phosphorus loading from Ohio tributaries and possible 
relationships with the increase of in-lake algal blooms. Little is presently known about the direct 
interaction between phosphorus and the formation of nearshore algal blooms in Lake Erie and this 
research would help fill the gaps in the state’s currently understanding of phosphorus sources, forms, 
cycling, and how these influence the development of algal biomass in the Lake and its embayments. 
Motion was made by ODOD to approve the targeted priorities as presented with approximate funding 
of $250,000. Motion was seconded by OEPA with the commission members voting all in favor and the 
motion carried to approve the targeted priorities for State Fiscal Year 2009. 
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         SPECIAL REPORT:  Lake Erie Balanced Growth Program 
    Ed Hammett, Executive Director; OLEC, introduced the Commission’s recently produced DVD   
         entitled, “Best Local Land Use Practices” that was developed to be used as an educational tool by  
         local governments to help local officials and citizens understand the proposed Best Local Land Use  
         Practices. The original Blue Ribbon Task Force recommended these voluntary practices so that 
    local governments could provide a framework that improves both watershed quality and economic 
         opportunities. Mr. Hammett introduced some of the Task Force members in the audience and 
         recognized the financial assistance of the Giving Back Gang  from Cleveland that helped provide   
         funding to produce the DVD. The DVD was then presented with the first section as a general   
         audience segment promoting the practices and the second section was divided into specific practices.  
 
         Mr. Hammett further reported the Balanced Growth Pilot Projects are in their last quarter of their 
         grant projects and are wrapping up support from their local governments. The State Assistance  
         Work Group is working through the endorsement procedures and are currently reviewing the  
         Chippewa Creek Balanced Growth Watershed Plan. Under the Best Local Land Use Practices, one- 
         on-one technical assistance is underway for communities such as South Euclid, Village of Peninsula, 
         Eaton Township and the Black River RAP.  An upcoming presentation will be prepared for the WMAO 
        (Water Management Assn. of OH.) Conference and the Commission’s Balanced Growth    
        website is being updated to include the DVD footage. Also, it was announced on August 26, 
        2008 that the Ohio Water Resources Council will move the Balanced Growth program to a   
        statewide application.  Details on accomplishing this are currently being developed. 
 

   Ohio Lake Erie Commission  ~ Office Report  
         Ed Hammett, OLEC, reported that Ohio’s Coastweeks program just wrapped up as of September  
         21 and the office is in the early stages of receiving all the tallies and cleanup information from the    
         event coordinators. The focus of the 2008 program was a strong emphasis on cleanup events along    
         the Lake Erie shoreline, its beaches, rivers and streams. Ten cleanup events took place which   
         included: Euclid Beach; Northwest Ohio’s Clean Your Streams program with seven cleanup sites;   
         Maumee Bay State Park; Magee Marsh; Underwater harbor cleanup at Put-in-Bay; Arcola Creek  
         Metropark Beach; Old Woman Creek NERR; Sheldon Marsh Barrier Beach; Mentor Lagoons and  
         Crawford County River Clean Sweep. Coastweeks emphasizes public awareness of the value and   
         fragility of Ohio’s Great Lake.  A report will be presented on the cleanup results at the next  
         commission meeting. Mr. Hammett further reported on the Lake Erie License Plate program wherein   
         the commission office is working with ODA on developing new marketing ideas to revitalize the  
         program. The next quarterly meeting of the Lake Erie Commission will be held on December 17, 2008  
         in Columbus and will be hosted by ODNR in their Assembly Center. 

 
Agency Reports 
 
Michael Bailey, ODA, reported that Ohio’s artist season has started with their new “Life on the Farm’ 
photo contest underway. ODA will be co-hosting the 9th Annual Ohio Farmland Summit at OSU on 
October 2, 2008. 
 
Assistant Director Martin Tremmel, ODH, provided updates for ongoing issues regarding residential 
water, water quality, and sewage treatment systems.  The agency is engaged with discussion on the 
rules and local health districts are the central part of these discussions. Upon approval of the rules, 
the agency will begin holding regional monthly training meetings for sanitarians and with local health 
departments on new technologies. ODH has their beach monitoring program in place to monitor the 
bacterial count from Memorial Day to Labor Day. Once beaches are sampled for E.coli bacteria, the 
information is posted as an advisory at the beach. Cuyahoga, Lake and Erie County Health 
Departments are assisting in this area. There were 113 beach advisories this year, but this number is 
lower than in 2007. 
 
Tim Hill, ODOT, reported on agency projects in the Lake Erie watershed which included:  (1) Lorain 
County – SR 6 widening 2.8 miles with a bike path being built by the Lorain County Metroparks -
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demonstrates a good example of partnerships working together; (2) Route 250 - railroad crossing and 
bridge crossing – helped to mitigate and offset impacts with a permanent easement established to 
protect the area; and (3) Cuyahoga River Eastback Boardwalk – a river walk and park facility is being 
built with construction beginning this fall. 
 
Director Sean Logan, ODNR, reported on the implementation of the Great Lakes Water Compact and 
that a 23-member advisory panel is working on implementation of the Compact and adoption of the 
rules, such as registration of water withdrawals, diversions and conservation methods. December 8, 
2008 is the effective date with a signing ceremony at the Whitehouse. The Ashtabula River will be 
designated as the 14th Scenic River on October 30. The Scenic River program will transfer to the 
Division of Watercraft from the Division of Natural Areas and Preserves and does require legislation to 
accomplish this. The transfer will enhance the boater side of the scenic rivers and streams.  David 
Sacco with the R & R Commission (research and recreation) was recognized as chair of the umbrella 
group to assist in this effort and has been an asset to ODNR. 
 
Director Chris Korleski, OEPA, reviewed the issue of harbor dredging in the Toledo area and the 
amount of sediment coming out of the Maumee River. OEPA has proposed a rule end that as of 2011, 
50k is the maximum approved discharge into the Lake Erie basin. The emphasis has been where to 
put the sediment. It is going to take additional money. 
  
Director Korleski also introduced Jim White, Cuyahoga River Community Planning Organization, who 
presented an overview of the CHUB (Cuyahoga Habitat Underwater Basket) which is a new, 
innovative idea of placing rubber baskets along bulkheads in the ship channel that grow plant species. 
The baskets will provide a way to help with the migration of fish whose lifecycles depend on moving 
downstream through the ship channel. The CHUB will allow the fish to stop, rest, and provide food as 
they travel to Lake Erie. Mr. White explained that 11 miles of shoreline in this area has impact on the 
ability of fish to spawn. The CHUB was designed by a team from the private and public sector from 
northeast Ohio businesses. Over 130 ports just in the Great Lakes have bulkheads and this new idea 
could add habitat in the industrial areas. It was recognized that there is a need to link environmental 
restoration with preservation of the maritime shipping corridor and four test locations have been set up 
along the Cuyahoga River. 
 
Brad Biggs, ODOD, reported that the new Strategic Plan for Development was released September 4 
with some specifics in store for Ohio. It was further reported that last year there were four times more 
expansions of plants in Ohio than closures. A lot of business is coming to Ohio for bioscience and the 
agency is working closely with the universities. Renewable energy is a large focus of the new 
Strategic Plan including wind energy and wind turbines along the lake front. Solar energy is huge for 
Ohio because the state has the material, solar-grade silicon, which is needed for this industry. ODOD 
is focusing on helping partners to develop cleaner fuels.  
 
Advisory Committee Reports 
Ohio Coastal Resource Management Project – Edith Chase provided comments on the Great Lakes 
Water Compact and thanked the commission members for their involvement. 
 
Ohio Sea Grant College Program – Dr. Jeffrey M. Reutter reported that August 30th was their 
anniversary with 444 graduate students attending Stone Lab.  September 6 will be their annual open 
house on Gibraltar Island. Tory Gabriel was introduced as the new extension agency whose office is 
located at the Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. There are now 11 extension agents.  David Kelch 
was recognized as a long-standing Ohio Sea Grant Agent for 28 years.  
 
Natural Resources Conservation Service – Steve Davis reported on the watershed grants funded and 
have completed their fiscal year with NRCS; $600K went to the projects such as nutrient 
management, the Phosphorus Task Force and land owners through local soil water conservation 
districts. The Western Lake Erie Basin Partnership held a 2-day leadership program in the Toledo 
area with recommendations that will go into the USACE recommendation study. The report to the 
USACE will be a basis of federal action including issues such as erosion and dredging. 
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Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA) – Andy Vidra reported on the project that 
began in 2000 with the Lake Erie Commission – the Northeast Ohio Task Force accomplished several 
things such as revisiting the model storm water ordinances. NOACA is seeking input in providing 
guidance for the storm water utility.   
 
Toledo Metropolitan Council of Governments (TMACOG) – Kurt Erichsen reviewed a number of 
projects that have been completed in the Toledo area. These included a dam project on the Ottawa 
River with the Village of Ottawa Hills working with ODOT to enhance the habitat of the area – 
completed August 2008. This project has been successful with more fish seen farther upstream.  
TMACOG has worked with the Partners of Clean Streams and the Toledo Metroparks in re-grading 
the streambeds allowing fish to flow over into the stream channel – completed in August 2008. The 
agency has completed a third edition of the Storm Water Manual for purposes of establishing system 
design standards for storm water facilities. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Dorothy Cibula, League of Women Voters-Lake Erie Basin Committee, provided comments on the 
Cleveland Port Authority’s plan regarding dredge disposal and its potential affects on Gordon State 
Park. Copies of comments and information were passed out to the commission members.  The 
Commission Chairman responded that the agency is aware of the Port’s plan. The agency is in 
process of establishing a letter of understanding of the broad concerns and principals as the Port 
progresses. Submerged land lease issues and coastal consistency are being considered as well.  
 
Steve Pfeiffer, Maritime Director; Cleveland Port Authority, stated they are required to have a CDF in 
Cleveland and need to create a new CDF site. It was further stated that Cleveland’s future is tied to a 
global market place and 100 acres separates downtown Cleveland and the lake. Developing a 
downtown Cleveland waterfront site is a huge opportunity for the city. They plan to conduct more 
public meetings, and are working on an agreement with the State to replace the marina with 250 slips. 
Cleveland is not looking to reduce public access, but is looking at ways to enhance it and do 
understand the value to the area. 
 
Kristy Meyer, Ohio Environmental Council (OEC) thanked the Lake Erie Commission for all their 
efforts on the LEPR 2008. OEC supports Issue 3 and follows case law for ground and surface water 
that could impact local ordinances regarding water quality and quantity.  Congratulations was given on 
the huge success of the Great Lakes Water Compact. 
 
Jeff Van Loon, Medina SWCD, thanked the Lake Erie Commission and ODOT for the new Lake Erie 
Watershed signs. ODOT was asked if the agency would be interested in talking to other watershed 
groups about signage, if they raised their own money. ODOT stated it is key to work with the district 
superintendent (signs cost - $200 each.)   
 
Meeting Guests: 
Matt Adkins, ODNR 
Dick Bartz, USGS 
David Beach, CMNH and 2008 Lake Erie Award Recipient 
Amy Brennan, Chagrin River Watershed Partners, Inc. 
Beth Buchanan (Heath), Davey Resource Center 
Edith Chase, Ohio Coastal Resource Management Project  
Dorothy Cibula, League of Women Voters – Cleveland area 
Jill Cunningham, Citizen 
John Dandar, Citizen, Curtice, OH 
Maggi Dandar, 2008 Photo Contest Winner 
Kirby Date, CSU 
Pamela Davis, Cleveland Port Authority 
Steve Davis, NRCS 
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Albert Dispenza, Ashtabula County 
Henry C. Doll, Citizen, Shaker Heights and The Giving Back Gang 
Steve Davis, USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Kurt Erichsen, TMACOG 
Gay Eyerman, Video Scriptwriter (BLLUP DVD) 
Tory Gabriel, Ohio Sea Grant 
Lynn Garrity, Trust for Public Lands 
Bill Goodman, Grants Committee Chairman; Ohio Department of Agriculture 
Dan Gouch, Lorain County Commissioner’s Office 
Edwin J. Hammett, Ohio Lake Erie Commission Office  
Dr. Robert Heath, KSU and 2008 Lake Erie Award Recipient 
Dr. Charles E. Herdendorf, Citizen, Sheffied, OH 
Steve Holland, ODNR 
Kevin Joyce, Black Swamp Conservancy 
Dave Kelch, OSU – Ohio Sea Grant 
Wendy Kellogg, CSU  
Jim Kastelic, Cleveland Metroparks 
Brynn Klatt, Citizen 
Kenny Klatt, Citizen 
Roger Knight, ODNR 
Dena Kraft, 2008 Photo Contest Winner 
Nikki Luna, Cleveland Metroparks 
Bob Martin, City of Mentor 
Richard McBride, 2008 Photo Contest Winner 
Mrs. Richard McBride, Citizen 
Kristy Meyer, Ohio Environmental Council 
John M. Motl, ODOT-District 12 
Duane Myers, Ottawa County Visitors Bureau 
Gary Norcia, Medina SWCD 
Julie Oglesbee, 2008 Photo Contest Winner 
Stephen Pfeiffer, Cleveland Port Authority 
Dr. Jeffrey M. Reutter, Ohio Sea Grant College Program 
Chris Riddle, Ohio Lake Erie Commission Office 
Bryon Ringley, Stantec 
Jack Ryan, Citizen 
Monnie Ryan, 2008 Photo Contest Winner     
Janine Rybka, Cuyahoga SWCD 
David Sacco, R & R Commission 
Mike Scott, Reporter – Cleveland Plain Dealer 
Bob Shields, Citizen 
Darlene Snyder, Citizen   John Watkins, ODNR-Office of Coastal Mgt.  
John Spears, 2008 Photo Contest Winner Colleen Wellington, Ohio Sea Grant 
Patti Spears, Citizen    Jim White, Cuyahoga River Remedial Action Plan 
Jeff Van Loon, Medina SWCD  Jill Woodyard, Ohio Lake Erie Commission Office 
Andy Vidra, NOACA    Linda Zmudzinski, Ohio Lake Erie Commission Office 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 1:06 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
James Beasley, Commission Secretary and Director;  
Ohio Department of Transportation 
Prepared by the Ohio Lake Erie Commission 


