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Lake Erie License Plates Fund Projects along Lake Erie Coast
TOLEDO, OH – The Ohio Lake Erie Commission (OLEC) administers Ohio’s Lake Erie Protection Fund which is supported by the sale of Lake Erie(Marblehead and Toledo Harbor Lighthouse) license plates. The Commission awards small grants for a variety of projects which directly benefit Lake Erie and its tributary watersheds in Ohio.

Last month, the Commission awarded the following small grants projects, which provide a direct benefit to Lake Erie or its tributary watersheds in Ohio and lead to better management decisions, both for environmental protection and economic development. 

· The Olander Park System in Lucas County was awarded $15,000 to restore 18 acres of wet old field to wet meadow at Sylvan Prairie Park, which is part of the Maumee AOC. This will be accomplished through maintaining appropriate floodplain hydrology and planting suitable native plant species. Habitat restoration and improved water quality will result from this project. 

· The Ohio State University in Franklin County will receive $14,973 to investigate the significance of infectious enteric viruses at Lake Erie beaches. In addition, the current and likely new rapid fecal indicator methods will be investigated to determine if they sufficiently predict the presence and level of enteric viruses. This project will result in accurate information for safer beaches. 

· The University of Toledo in Lucas County will receive $12,940 to compare the genetic diversity of microcystis (harmful blue-green algae) in tributaries of Lake Erie and Maumee Bay to determine whether Maumee River microcystis is a source population to Lake Erie and how microcystis diversity is related to nutrient supply.  This information is needed to develop recommendations to reduce or prevent blue-green algae blooms in Lake Erie. 

· The Crawford Soil and Water Conservation District will receive $15,000 to complete a demonstration project using cover crops to reduce sediment and phosphorous on farm fields.  The project will also educate landowners and producers on the importance of improved water quality in headwater streams.  Reduction of sediment and nutrients to the lake is a primary objective. 

Commission members also awarded the following Balanced Growth projects which incorporate voluntary, incentive-based strategies to protect and restore Lake Erie, the Ohio River, and Ohio's watersheds to assure long-term economic competitiveness, ecological health and improve quality of life. 

· Russell Township in Geauga County was awarded $15,000 to develop a watershed model and restoration plan for portions of Griswold Creek, which is located in the Chagrin River watershed. Funded activities include conducting stakeholder meetings, surveying stream cross sections and completing conceptual designs. The grant will be used to match other funds needed to complete this project. 

· The Friends of Big Creek in Cuyahoga County will receive $15,000 to utilize data gathered from a previous study to conduct field analyses in order to prioritize storm water retrofit sites within the watershed. This project augments work already completed in the Big Creek Watershed Balanced Growth Plan. 

“Grant projects like these give scientists, resource managers and local governments an opportunity to learn more about Ohio’s diverse coastal ecosystems and develop recommendations actions to protect and preserve them,” said Edwin Hammett, executive director of the Ohio Lake Erie Commission.

The Lake Erie Protection Fund was established to help finance research and implementation of projects aimed at protecting and preserving Lake Erie and its watershed. The fund is supported by Ohioans each time they purchase a Lake Erie license plate displaying the Marblehead Lighthouse or renew the Toledo Harbor Lighthouse plate as designed by noted Lake Erie artist Ben Richmond. During the past 16 years, Ohioans have contributed more than $9 million to the fund, which has supported more than 300 projects.

The Ohio Lake Erie Commission was established for the purpose of preserving Lake Erie's natural resources, protecting the quality of its waters and ecosystem and promoting economic development in the region. The director of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources serves as the commission's chairman. Additional members include the directors of the state departments of Transportation, Health, Development, Agriculture and the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency.
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