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The Maumee Area of Concern (AOC) is one of 43 areas designated in the 1987 U.S.-Canada 
Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement for exhibiting such degrees of environmental 
degradation that they posed risks to the overall health of the Great Lakes, the wildlife that 
depend on them, and the people that use the resources.  Contaminated sediments are one 
of the largest, most expensive challenges to restoring the health of the Maumee AOC.   

The Maumee AOC is one of the largest AOCs covering 787 square miles and encompassing the greater‐Toledo region and 
areas around Toledo in Ottawa, Wood, and Fulton counties. The Maumee AOC includes approximately 45 miles of Lake 
Erie shoreline and over 1,900 miles of stream in 11 independent watersheds including all of Swan Creek, Ottawa River, 
Duck Creek, Otter Creek, Cedar Creek, Crane Creek, Turtle Creek, Packer Creek, Toussaint River, and portions of the 
Maumee River and Maumee Bay. Land use in the AOC is diverse, representing industrial, commercial, urban, and rural 
developments, agriculture, and pockets of native forests, prairies, and wetlands. 

History  
The 130‐mile‐long Maumee River originates near Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, but only the lower, approximately 23 
miles, is included within the Maumee AOC. The last seven 
miles of the river contains a federally maintained 
navigation channel for the Port of Toledo, an industrial, 
commercial, and transportation center for the north 
central United States. For more than 150 years these uses, 
along with many others, have led to sediment 
contamination from various coal industries, chemical 
plants, petroleum production, and wastewater outfalls. 
Primary contaminants of concern for sediments in the 
lower Maumee River are total polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs) and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) 
within portions of the Lower Maumee River. 

 
 

Another major waterbody in the Maumee AOC is Swan Creek, which flows into the 
Maumee River in downtown Toledo. The land use surrounding the lower few miles 
has supported both commercial and industrial activities that may have contributed to 
contamination in Swan Creek. Primary contaminants of concern for sediments in 
Swan Creek are PCBs and PAHs. 

Building on previous investigations, in 2021, additional sediment studies were 
conducted to find the extent of PCB and PAH contamination within the lower Maumee 
River and Swan Creek project areas. There is an estimated volume of 550,000 cubic 
yards of sediments that adversely impact aquatic organisms within approximately 
four river miles that need to be removed. 
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Our Future: Part of the Revitalization Investment 
Since 2018 the City of Toledo, Metroparks Toledo, and their partners have been working toward a transformed Toledo 
riverfront that enhances the quality of life and attracts talent and business to the greater Toledo area. The Swan Creek and 
lower Maumee River sediment remediation projects are an important part of transforming the primarily industrialized 
waterfront to a place for shared industrial and recreational use where the community can connect with trails and green 
space. This revitalization includes a thriving, vibrant downtown with 300 acres of new and restored riverfront greenspace 
connected by water access for recreation and multi‐use trails spanning both sides of the Maumee River from Veterans 
Glass City Skyway to the Anthony Wayne Bridge (Glass City Riverwalk). 

Sediment remediation is not only an important part of Toledo’s 
economic redevelopment but has been identified as a priority 
action for the Maumee AOC with the primary outcomes of 
reducing or eliminating exposure to contaminated sediments by 
aquatic organisms and potentially recreational users. 
Remediation is necessary to address beneficial use impairments 
(BUIs) including degraded fish populations (BUI 3a), degraded 
benthos (BUI 6), and loss of fish and wildlife habitat (BUI 14). 
The Maumee AOC cannot be delisted until all BUIs are first 
addressed. Together these efforts will contribute to an overall positive perception of a reimagined and revitalized multi‐
use waterfront. 

Costs and Funding 
The 2023 Focused Feasibility Studies will present alternatives for managing contaminated sediments in the Swan Creek 
and lower Maumee River project areas. Funded by a Great Lakes Legacy Act (GLLA) partnership between U.S. EPA and 
Ohio EPA, design is expected to begin in 2023/2024 with potential construction beginning in 2026. This partnership 
model under GLLA has led to the successful completion of similar projects that have removed over 305,000 cubic yards of 
contaminated sediment in the Ottawa River and Otter Creek within the Maumee AOC since 2010.  

Significant funding for the 
Maumee River and Swan Creek 
projects is expected to be 
provided by U.S. EPA through the 
GLLA, which requires a 35 percent 
non‐federal cost share. As the lead 
non‐federal agency, Ohio EPA has 
identified non‐federal funding 
valued at approximately $20 
million as match (primarily in‐
kind contributions from 
complementary aquatic habitat 
restoration through state and local 
partners). Securing remaining 
non‐federal cash, based upon 
future remedial design and 
remedial cost estimates will result 
in the successful completion of the 
remaining GLLA projects in this 
Area of Concern.  

Contact  
For more information contact Lynn Ackerson, Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, at Lynn.Ackerson@epa.ohio.gov. 
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