Ohio Areas of Concern

Program Highlights
2020-2021
The Ohio Areas of Concern
program accomplished a number of
activities to make progress toward
delisting its four Areas of Concern in
2020 and 2021. The work highlighted in
this summary was a result of numerous
partnerships of state, federal, and local
agencies and organizations.

About AOC

The Ohio AOC program focuses to meet the
objectives of Annex 1 of the Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement for its designated
AOCs. The work is focused on
two primary activities: completion of
management actions including Great Lakes
Legacy Act projects and removal of
beneficial use impairments. This work is
conducted with public outreach and
engagement in partnership with local
AOC Advisory Committees.

Progress by the Numbers
BUIs Removed

34

13

Management Actions Complete

85

24

Areas of Concern Delisted
1

4

Contaminated Sediment Removed
1 million cu yards

Program Highlights

In 2020 and 2021, Ohio's four AOCs
accelerated their progress with the support of
the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and the
many partners for implementation. The most
significant milestones include delisting of the
first Ohio AOC, removal of contaminated
sediment for a Great Lakes Legacy Act project,
removal of three Beneficial Use Impairments in
three AOCs, and substantial completion of all
management actions in one AOC. The
momentum of progress is planning to continue
with work already underway for future
accomplishments.

Progress
2020-2021

Each Area of Concern accomplished milestones in 2020-2021, and the following highlights
provide a snapshot of the work done in each one of these areas. For additional information,
visit the Ohio AOC Program website.

Ashtabula River AOC

On August 19, 2021, U.S. EPA approved the
delisting of the Ashtabula River AOC, making it the
first delisting of an AOC in Ohio. The delisting
resulted from the work accomplished by individuals
and agencies over the past 30 years. Six management actions were completed during this time,
including the removal of contaminated sediment,
and the restoring of fish habitat.

LEARN MORE

Black River AOC

The Black River accomplished several
milestones in 2020 and 2021, including the removal
of the Degradation of Aesthetics BUI and marking
the 100th BUI removed in the United States Great
Lakes AOCs. The most significant was the substantial completion of all six management actions,
including Fortune Ditch and the Reclamation Site
restoration projects. With its management actions
substantialy complete, the Black River AOC is well
on its way toward removing its remaining BUIs in
the coming years.
LEARN MORE

Cuyahoga River AOC

The Cuyahoga River AOC kicked off 15 of its 18
management actions in 2020 and 2021. Two are
nearing completion, including the removal of the
Canal Diversion Dam and river restoration at
Cascade Valley Park, both on the river's main stem.
The AOC also removed the BUI for Eutrophication or
Undesirable Algae. The Cuyahoga River is on the
path to completing its management actions in the
near future.

LEARN MORE

Maumee AOC

The Maumee AOC completed its management
actions list by coordinating with many partners and
evaluating and identifying the sites that will best
address the impairments that remain in the AOC.
Six management actions were completed in
2020-2021, making a total of 10 completed projects
that address the Wildlife Habitat BUI for the AOC,
including the restoration of coastal wetlands at the
Toussaint State Wildlife Area. Fourteen projects were
initiated to address the fish populations, benthos,
and fish habitat BUIs and one toward the Beach
Closings BUI. Additionally, the Otter Creek Great
Lakes Legacy Act project was completed, removing
50,400 cubic yards of contaminated sediment.
LEARN MORE
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For more information and Program contacts, go to the
Ohio AOC Program website: https://lakeerie.ohio.gov/programs-and-projects/areas-of-concern

This project was financed through a grant from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
under the provisions of the U.S. EPA Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI).

